A "RUGGED LADY" THAT DELIVERS THE GOODS —— ANYTIME, ANYPLACE

When the U.S.S. MAZAMA (AE9), built by the Tampa Shipbuildi
Company, was commissioned in Tampa, Florida on March 10, 194%,
and command of the new vessel turned over to Commander P.V.R.
Harris (now a four striper) by Captain R.B.Daggett, Supervisor
of Shipbuilding, the officers and men gettled down to what they
thought would be the quiet,routine existence that all other
ammuni tion ships in the Pacific had enjoyed. These musings were
short-lived,

In less than four monthe after the commissioning ceremonies,

Admiral Raymond A. Spruance, Commander Fifth Fleet, had his

signal bridge blink a communigue to the Mazama. It read: "Your

gservices in this front area as an ammunition ship on hof first
e rko

The front area was SAIPAN, The Mazama was the only Naval
ammunition ship in the operasion. nz ere on a Iloating
volcano three giya after the invasion started and staying for
sixteen was almost enough to earn a "well done" bu the Mazama
was putting out. Forty-five hundred tons of ammunition were
issued to the fleet to bombard the island and a total of forty-
eight thousand rounds of 5/38 shells were given to eruiser and
destroyers supporting the invaders. The erew was putting in a

full day every day, and the more than thirty flashes "RED"
(general quarters) kept them at battle stations nightly.

A combination of factors——-in ability of diesel engines to make
smoke and the necessity of producing smoke %o cover the ship's
position under Saipan's full moon---uncovered a one-man armada
aboard the ship. He was Harry C. Breesawitz, seaman first-olass,
whose only Naval ambition was to attend music school to perfect
his flute-playing ability. Breesawits manned a motor launch
filled with smoke pots and successfully covered the Mazama by
blanket the entire fleet poured from his endless supply of pots.

TINIAN, another of the Marianas Islands, was on the schedule, too,
and bombs for "Flat Tops® had a high priority. Alongside Saipan,
this invasion was like a presidential hot dog party as far as the
Mazama is concerned.

On D plus three days, October 23, the Mazama entered Leyte Gulf
with some of the ammunition that scattered, damaged, sunk, and
battered the remainder of the Jap Navy. ~The day before the now
famous Battle for Leyte Gulf, all the armor piercing shells on
board the Mazama were passed out to the ships that made history.
Here again the Mazama had a grandstand seat and witnessed the
countless flashes in the fight that lasted all night. Again she
was the only Naval ammo ship in the invasion.
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That same aftermoon, January 12, the Mazama was getting serviceable
ammunition out of number one hoic which was almost completely sub-
merged in water and oil from the explosion. The ammo was for issue
to the fleet to add to Tojo's mounting headaches. Al together,
eleven hundred tons of damaged ammunition was jettisoned, and the
balance, forty-two hundred tons, was issued to the fleet. During
the hazardous job of removing the unstable ammunition from number
one hold, the Cargo Officer, Lieutenant William F. Gadberry,
Valleyo, California, and his assistant, Chief Gunner Richard
Eldridge, New Iberia, La., had more volunteers to do the job than
they could use, The men had become accustomed to danger and worked
best when the going was tough. There were many individual perform-
ances of duty that were praiseworthy. On another occasion,

William A. Hdider, seaman first class, Brookline, Mass., jumped
from the Magama's fantail into an extremely turbulent surf to re-
cover a motor launch that had broken loose because the boat was

used to haul bombs to carriers.






